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UNICEF’s global programmatic response
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Guidance on COVID-19 Prevention & Control in Schools

Basic facts

Key messages and actions
Environmental health focus
Engages caregivers & children

Suggestions for age-specific
educational activities
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Supplemental guidance

Operations

v’ Checklist - environmental health for schools

o 2 pager —cleaning and disinfecting schools, with supply list

o 2 pager — contextualizing + implementing guidance for schools
o WASH & IPC materials, including for low-resource contexts

Learning

o 2 pager — accelerated education

o 2 pager — child friendly COVID-19 materials for integration into
lessons

Inclusion & protection

v" Checklist — supporting students for parents/caregivers

v" Checklist — caring for self and others for students

o 2 pager — resources for teaching and engaging specific populations
o 2 pagers — MHPSS and CP considerations
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Framewo rk for
reopening schools

Juns, 2020

Global sohool closures In regponse to the COVID-12 pandemio present an urpreos-
dented risk to ohildrens education, protsction and wellbsing. The United Nations
Seorstary-General Antdnio Guterses recently called on govemments and donors to
priorite education for all ohidren, Inoluding the most marginalized, and the Global
Education Coaltion was establshed to support governments In strengthening distance
karning and facilitating the recpening of schools
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The framework serves to inform the decision-
making process on why, when and how to reopen
schools

v' Supports national preparations

v' Guides the implementation process

v" Contributes to overall public health and

education planning processes
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Reducing volume and proximity

Volume

Progressive by grade

e Blended learning

e Limited # days per week

Proximity

» Staggered opening/closing

* No large gatherings (assemblies, recess, etc.)
e Eatin classroom
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Provide clear national guidance on
parameters for decision making on school
openings. They may need 1o be prograssive,
beginning in areas with the lowest rates of
TELOS I NSSION and IOWeST IDCIIZEU | ki

School openings can also be staged — for
example, they could initially be limited to a
few days of the week, or onkly apphy 1o certail
grades ar lewels. Mational policies should
prowide clear guidance for sub-national
assessment and decision making.

Develop clear and easy-to-understand
protocols on physical distancing measures,
including prohibiting activities that reguire
large gatherings, staggering the start and
close of the school day, staggering feeding
times, mowving classes to temporary spaces
or outdoors, and hawving school in shifts 1o
reduce class size.
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measures, including handwashing,
respiratory etiquette, use of protective
equipmeant, cleaning procedures for facilities
and safe food preparation practices.

Rewvise personnel and attendance policies
with teacher unions to accommodate health-
related absences and support remote and
blended teaching.

Policies should protect staff, teachers and
students who are at high risk due to age or
underying medical conditions, with plans 1o
ocover absent teachers and continue remote
education 1o support students unsble 1o
attend school, accommodating individual
circumstances o the extent possible.
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74% of countries plan to include at least one ' : = ;.
measure to support the most marginalized.... ' \ .

4
.. 50% include actions to support girls :

69% are increasing investment in remote
learning

77% are implementing measures to support
teachers and 75% are working on mitigation r
77% countries include at least one measure %

of learning loss
for children wellbeing and social protection
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Open up better:

Global campaign on school re-opening

Reopen better schools for every child to go
(back) to school and learn & to have access to
school-based health, hygiene, nutrition and PSS

Protect education budget and secure
allocations for most vulnerable

Reach out to media to create momentum and
ensure visibility

Sensitize public through outreach and
community engagement









Key Resources

Guidance on COVID-19 Prevention and Control in Schools (AR, ENG, FR, SP)

https://www.unicef.org/reports/key-messages-and-actions-coronavirus-disease-covid-19-prevention-and-
control-schools

Framework for Reopening Schools (AR, CH, ENG, FR, SP, PO)

https://www.unicef.org/documents/framework-reopening-schools

World Health Organization, Considerations in adjusting public health and social measures in the context of
COVID-19 interim guidance: Consideration for Schools

https://www.who.int/publications-detail/considerations-for-school-related-public-health-measures-in-the-
context-of-covid-19

Global Education Cluster https://educationcluster.net/COVID19

INEE https://inee.org/collections/coronavirus-covid-19
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unicef &

for every child




